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he was the man. Shortly after his airival our connexion
with the Ghoorkhas, the ruling body in Nepal, became
strained. They made raids into our territory beneath
the hills, and murdered and robbed our subjects. The
Marquess was extremely desirous to avoid a rupture with
them. Remonstrances were addressed to them, and pro-
posals made to settle differences by the better defining
of the boundaries between their country and ours. These
proposals were regarded as a proof of weakness, and the
bold demand was made we should give up to them the
great fertile region north of the Ganges. There was no
further hesitation. To yield to this demand, for which
there was not the pretext of right, would have* been to
announce to all the potentates of India that we were
unable to defend ourselves, and would have led them to
assail us. War was declared, which, after two campaigns
and a severe struggle, ended in the discomfiture of the
Ghoorkhas, and in their cession to us of the large terri-
tory they had conquered a few years previously. Ought
the Governor-General to have yielded to the Ghoorkha
demand ? Yes, if we were prepared to leave the country
altogether, but otherwise not
No sooner had the Marquess of Hastings landed in
India than he began to doubt the policy he had formerly
advocated, and events soon compelled him to abandon
it The policy on which he acted was declared by him
in unmistakable terms : " Our object in India ought to
be to render the British Government paramount in effect,
if not declaredly so . . . and to oblige the other states to
perform the two great feudal duties of supporting our
rule with all their forces, and submitting their mutual
differences to our arbitration."
Till we became confessedly supreme we were not for